Speakers at Austrian World Summit 2022
Michael Regan, Administrator Environmental
Protection Agency
Michael S. Regan was sworn in as the 16th Administrator of
the United States Environmental Protection Agency on
March 11, 2021.
He is the official representative of President Joe Biden’s and
Vice-President Kamala Harris’ administration at the Austrian
World Summit 2022.
Prior to his nomination as EPA Administrator, Michael Regan
served as the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ).
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is an independent executive agency of
the United States federal government tasked with environmental protection matters.
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Severn Cullis – Suzuki, Environmental Activist
Severn Cullis-Suzuki became known as “The Girl who
Silenced the World for Five Minutes” after giving a
speech at the Earth Summit in Rio in 1992 at the age of
twelve. Today she is still an environmental activist,
speaker, television host, and author in Canada.
© Patrick Shannon
At age 9, Severn Cullis - Suzuki founded the Environmental
Children's Organization (ECO), a group of children dedicated to learning and teaching
other youngsters about environmental issues. In 1992, Cullis-Suzuki raised money with
members of ECO to attend the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro. Along with other group
members Cullis-Suzuki presented environmental issues from a youth perspective at the
summit, where she was applauded for a speech to the delegates.
Today Severn’s focus is the nexus of decline in diversity of biodiversity, worldviews,
economies, language, traditional knowledge and identity.
“If you'd told me, two years ago, that governments of the world would act on the
advice of scientists, reach across party lines and move billions of dollars toward
fighting an existential crisis, I wouldn’t have believed you. Yet, it’s happening. The
COVID-19 pandemic clearly shows us that we are fully capable of meeting the
climate challenge. We just need to treat it with the same levels of urgency,
ambition and cooperation. The 2020s will be transformative – for better or for
worse. Let’s ensure the discussions at AWS 2022 move us forward on the better
path.” (Severn Cullis-Suzuki)
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Frans Timmermans, Executive Vice-President European Commission
Frans Timmermans is Executive Vice-President of the
Commission, leading its work on the European Green Deal
– Europe’s roadmap to becoming the first climate-neutral
continent. In 2021 TIME Magazine recognized Frans
Timmermans as one of the most influential people in the
world.
The Dutch politician and diplomat has been serving as First
Vice President of the European Commission since 2014.

© European Union, 2021

Frans Timmermans was a Member of the Dutch parliament for the Partij van de Arbeid
(Dutch Labour Party) in the years from 1998-2007 and 2010-2012. He served as Minister of
European Affairs between 2007-2010 and as Minister of Foreign Affairs in the years 20122014.
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Leonore Gewessler, Federal Minister for Climate,
Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and
Technology
Since January 2020, Leonore Gewessler has been the Federal
Minister for Federal Minister for Climate, Environment, Energy,
Mobility, Innovation and Technology in Austria. During her service,
the KlimaTicket was introduced as an inexpensive annual ticket for
all means of public transport throughout Austria.
From 2014 to 2019 Leonore Gewessler served as the Executive Director of Global 2000,
an Austrian environmental protection organisation. Before that she had been the Director
of the Green European Foundation asbl in Brussels, Belgium.
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Jan Jenisch, CEO Holcim
The Holcim Group is a global leader in innovative and
sustainable building solutions, aiming to enable
greener cities, smarter infrastructure and improving
living standards around the world. Holcim is among the
first companies worldwide to set 2050 net-zero targets.
With these goals, Holcim is establishing a new milestone
for its industry as the first with 2030 and 2050 net-zero targets (validated by Science
Based Targets initiative).
The company has a presence in around 70 countries, and has around 72,000 employees.
Holcim operates four businesses segments: cement, aggregates, ready-mix concrete,
and other products, including precast concrete, asphalt, mortar and other building
materials.
German national born in 1966, Jan Jenisch joined Holcim (then LafargeHolcim) as its
Chief Executive Officer in September 2017. He was elected to the Board of Directors of
Holcim in 2021.
Jan Jenisch studied in Switzerland and the US, and graduated from the University of
Fribourg, Switzerland, with a Master of Business Administration. Prior to Holcim, Jan
served as Chief Executive Officer of Sika AG, a global leader in innovative systems and
products for the building and automotive sectors.
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Luisa Neubauer, Climate Activist
Luisa-Marie Neubauer is a German climate activist. She is one of
the main organisers of the school strike for climate movement in
Germany, where it is commonly referred to under the name
Fridays for Future.
Besides Greta Thunberg, Luisa Neubauer has become one of the
leading public figures of the climate movement in Germany and
internationally. She has been mobilizing millions on the streets
across Germany.
In her podcast "1.5 Grad", Neubauer has been talking about the
global climate crisis on Spotify since 2020, receiving the German
Podcast Award in the category "Best Newcomer" in 2021.
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Klemens Hallmann, CEO Hallmann Group
With its property developer SÜBA AG, Hallmann is one of
the pioneers and innovation leaders in resource-saving
and sustainable construction. The reduction of fossil fuels
and the use of innovative and sustainable technologies
such as geothermal energy, photovoltaics and thermal
component activation are implemented consistently in the
projects of Hallmann Holding and SÜBA AG. Hallmann
integrates sustainable technologies and concepts not only in pioneering projects; the
implementation thereof as a set standard for the entire real estate and construction
industry is one of the crucial challenges for the future.
Klemens Hallmann is an Austrian entrepreneur and investor. He is founder and sole
owner of Hallmann Corporate Group, one of the larger Austrian group of companies,
specialized in sales, renovation and development of real estate projects, in addition to a
wide-ranging portfolio of investments including finance and film production. In March
2022, Klemens Hallmann was awarded the title of Honorary Senator (Ehrensenator) of the
Vienna University of Technology.
Hallmann Holding has been a proud supporter of the Austrian World Summit since the
very beginning in 2017 and has been a main sponsor of the Austrian World Summit since
2019.
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Johanna Mikl-Leitner, Governor Lower Austria
The "House of Digitalization" is the lighthouse project of the
Lower Austrian digitalization strategy. It is an important
interface for digital transformation and is currently used as an
interactive platform with personalized services and an automatic
proposal system to network Lower Austrian companies with
research and educational institutions, as well as being a meeting
point for interested citizens in the field of digitalization.
Johanna Mikl-Leitner is an Austrian politician (ÖVP) and since 2017 has been serving as
the Governor of Lower Austria.
From 2011 to 2016, she held office as Federal Minister of the Interior. Prior to this, she had
been a member of the provincial parliament in Lower Austria.
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Ilka Horstmeier, Board Member BMW Group
Ilka Horstmeier has been a member of the Board of
Management of BMW AG, Human Resources and
Labour Relations Director since November 2019.
German-born Ilka Hostmeier has been served in
different positions at BMW Group since 1995. Prior to
being a member of the Board, she was the Senior Vice President Production and
Planning Engines and E-Powertrain and Managing Director BMW Group Plant Dingolfing.
The BMW Group committed to achieving climate-neutrality along the value chain by
2050.: from energy requirements through the supply chain and production right up to the
use and disposal cycles.
“BMW aspires to become the most sustainable manufacturer of solutions for individual
mobility” Circularity at BMW
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Keywan Riahi, Climate Scientist
Dr. Keywan Riahi is the Director of the IIASA Program on
Energy, Climate, and Environment (International Institute for
Applied Systems Analysis) in Austria.
Clarivate Analytics (formerly Thomson Reuters) has repeatedly
acknowledged Riahi as a Highly Cited Researcher Worldwide
in two categories between 2016 and 2020. Dr. Riahi has been
appointed as a coordinating lead author in Working Group III of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth Assessment Report.
Dr. Riahi’s main research interests are long-term patterns of technological change and
economic development, particularly evolution of the energy system. His present
research focuses on energy-related sources of global change, and on future
development and response strategies related to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).
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Steven Schuurman, Entrepreneur and Philanthropist
Steven Schuurman is a Dutch technology and media
entrepreneur, best known for co-founding and being
the first CEO of Elastic, a data search and analytics
company listed at the NYSE (ESTC).] After stepping
down as CEO of Elastic in 2017, he started to work
towards dedicating his time and resources
exclusively to philanthropy.
Leading up to the Dutch elections in March 2021,
Schuurman made donations to political parties in
The Netherlands. Via the Dreamery Foundation, he donated €1,000,000 to D66, and
another €350,000 to the Party for the Animals. Before the German federal election in
September 2021, Schuurman donated €1,250,000 to the German Green party. The stated
objective of his donations was to support those parties who have the most rigorous and
actionable, comprehensive plans for climate action, and long-term thinking.
He is also the co-founder of Atlantis Entertainment, SpringSource and the founder of the
non-profit organisations the Dreamery Foundation and FutureNL.
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Gavin McCormick, Co-Founder Climate TRACE
Climate TRACE harnesses satellite imagery and other
forms of remote sensing, artificial intelligence, and
collective data science expertise to track humancaused GHG emissions as they happen.
Climate TRACE’s emissions inventory is the world’s first
comprehensive accounting of GHG emissions based
primarily on direct, independent observation. Its
innovative, open, and accessible approach relies on
advances in technology to fill critical knowledge gaps
for all countries that rely on the patchwork system of
self-reporting that serves as the basis for most existing
emissions inventories.
While a PhD student in energy economics at UC Berkeley, Gavin McCormick invented
“Automated Emissions Reduction” software that instantly reduces pollution from electric
vehicles, smart thermostats, and other smart devices. Today he is Executive Director of
WattTime, a nonprofit that helps companies use this technology to lower their carbon
footprint. He is also a cofounder of Climate TRACE: a coalition of nonprofits, tech
companies, and universities using satellites and AI to monitor every source of
greenhouse gas emissions source on Earth.
Gavin’s TED talk on Climate TRACE
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Reshma Kosaraju, AI against forest fires
Reshma Kosaraju is a student from Saratoga, California, and
is currently a high schooler at The Harker School in San Jose.
She is passionate about using technology and digital
solutions to address today's pressing issues, especially
climate change and the factors that influence it. Forest
fires and climate change mutually reinforce one another, so
when Reshma moved to the wildfire-prone state of
California, she designed a model to predict fires before
they occur. The artificial intelligence-based model uses
meteorological data as well as parameters accounting for
human factors to make a prediction about the probability of a fire occurring. With
advanced notice, firefighters can deploy resources effectively and control fires in a more
efficient manner. She would like to continue to improve the accuracy of the model. Even
though she is currently able to predict forest fires accurately 89% of the time, Reshma
would like to improve it further and, in addition, to scale the model globally.
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Joko Winterscheidt, Television Host and Producer
Joachim "Joko" Winterscheidt is a German
television host, producer and actor, and one of
the most popular and successful entertainers
in German-speaking countries.
Joko has won the most important German
television awards, including the renowned
Grimme Award and the German Television
Award, several times. In 2021 he won an Grimme
Award for „15 Minutes“, a show designed to draw
attention to the injustices of modern society. His
TV shows have market shares of 20%.

© Christoph Köstlin

He also uses his influence and popularity to be an ambassador for the good cause. Even
as a successful entrepreneur, he is aware that ecological sustainability is more
important than simply making money. Joko produces chocolate bars together with
Tony’s Open Chain with a focus on social and environmental responsibility. He is also the
co-founder of SUSHI BIKES, a company producing affordable e-bikes.
For years, Joko has been publicly and privately committed to saving the environment
and the climate.
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Forest Green Rovers – Dale Vince
The Forest Green Rovers (FGR) is recognized by FIFA as “the
world’s greenest football club”.
In 2018 Forest Green Rovers became the first football club in
the world to be certified carbon neutral under the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
initiative Climate Neutral Now.
Among other green activities, the club became the world's
first and only vegan football club in 2015. The entire club is
powered by 100% green energy from Ecotricity, some of which is
generated by FGR themselves with the solar panels on their stadium roof and the solar
tracker at the ground entrance.
The FGR are a professional football club based in Nailsworth, Gloucestershire, England
(South West England) competing in the English Football League 2
With more than 25 years’ experience as a
green entrepreneur, Dale launched
Ecotricity (http://www.ecotricity.co.uk),
the world’s first green energy company
back in 1995. Today, it powers
around 200,000 homes and businesses
across the UK with renewable energy from
the wind and sun. Dale also owns Devil’s
Kitchen
(http://www.thedevilskitchen.co.uk),
which makes vegan school dinners, and
his latest business, Skydiamond (http://skydiamond.co.uk) – creating lab grown
diamonds from the wind, rain and sun. His work focuses on three key areas – energy,
transportation and food – collectively responsible for 80% of our carbon emissions. He is
Chairman and owner of Forest Green Rovers (http://fgr.co.uk). He launched his first book,
Manifesto in 2020, and is Executive Producer of the Netflix Original documentary,
Seaspiracy.
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The Juice Media – Giordano Nanni
The Juice Media (TJM) is an Australian company that
produces contemporary, left-wing political and
social satire. They are known for their Internet series
Honest Government Ads and Juice Rap News.
Around COP26 they became known in the climate
scene with their video about Net Zero by 2050
featuring Greta Thunberg. TJM started publishing on
YouTube in May 2008 with the first episode of Juice
Rap News premiering in October 2009.
In 2016 Juice Media launched the Honest
Government ad series with Visit Australia. These
videos are a satirical take on Australian Government
advertising. Each video targets a current social or political issue and highlights potential
consequences of the Government's position and policy on that issue. TJM also regularly
features the work of other governments around the world in a satirical way.
Giordano Nanni is a historian, writer and satirist. He completed a PhD in history, writing
about settler-colonialism, and published two academic books (The Colonisation of
Time and Coranderrk: We Will Show the Country) – after which he realised he could be
more useful as a human by communicating beyond the world of academia.
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Claire Hill, FAI Farms
Clare Hill is Regenerative Agriculture
Director at FAI Farms. FAI Farms
partners with food brands to shape the
future of animal farming by providing
practical solutions for climate and food
security. FAI Farms is a multidisciplinary team with first-hand
experience of food production and its
challenges. The team is passionate
about implementing better farming
practices rooted in cutting edge
science. FAI Farms works internationally but is a registered company in England and
Wales.
Clare Hill leads both the regenerative transition on their 1200 acre tenanted farm and the
regenerative programmes and projects with FAI’s food business clients.
Clare and her team have been through a transformation in the way they make decisions
and approach the management of the farm. Recognising that the unlearning and
relearning which had taken place has been key to the success of their transition, FAI
are working on training and support for other people interested in regenerative
agriculture through the whole supply system from farmers to retailers.
Clare has moved on to a traditional livestock farm and is currently scoping how the
landscape works, leading to a holistic farm management plan working with nature rather
than against it.
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Maria Lettini, Executive Director FAIRR
Established by the Jeremy Coller Foundation, the FAIRR
Initiative is a collaborative investor network that raises
awareness of the environmental, social and governance
(ESG) risks and opportunities brought about by intensive
livestock production.
The FAIRR Initiative holds that intensive animal
production poses material risks to the global financial
system and hinders sustainable development.
Its mission is to build a global network of investors who
are aware of the issues linked to intensive animal
production and seek to minimise the risks within the
broader food system. The organisation helps investors
to exercise their influence as responsible stewards of
capital while safeguarding the long-term value of their
investment portfolios.
Maria Lettini joined the FAIRR Initiative in September 2016 and oversees the creation and
execution of FAIRR’s strategy and work plans as its Executive Director.
Prior to this, Maria has worked for the UN-supported Principles for Responsible
Investment (PRI), where she managed the PRI’s signatory relations and outreach strategy
while raising awareness of material ESG issues amongst the institutional investor
community. Maria has over twenty years of experience in global investment banking,
business and finance, and has worked at both J.P. Morgan and Deutsche Bank.
Currently, she serves on the Sustainability Accounting Standard Board (SASB) and the
Standards Advisory Group. She is also a member of the Intentional Endowment
Network’s (IEN) Steering Committee.
Maria is based in London but has lived and worked in San Francisco, New York and
Madrid. She holds a MA (Distinction) in Environment, Politics and Globalization from King’s
College London and a BA in International Business, Latin American Studies and Spanish
from San Diego State University.
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Jürgen Czernohorszky, Executive City Councillor for Climate, City of Vienna
Since November.2020 Jürgen Czernohorszky serves as the
Executive City Councillor for Climate, Environment, Democracy
and Personnel in Vienna, Austria.
The City of Vienna aims to be climate-neutral by 2040. Wanting
to remain one of the most liveable cities, Vienna relies on
measures against climate change and for climate adaptation.
Prior to his current position Jürgen Czernohorszky had been the
Executive City Councillor for Education, Integration, Youth and
Personnel in Vienna.
From 2001 to 2015 Jürgen Czernohorszky sat in the Vienna Provincial Parliament for the
Social Democratic Party of Austria.
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Kristian Rönn, CEO Normative
Kristian Rönn is the co-founder and CEO of Normative, the
world’s first emission accounting engine, helping
businesses calculate their entire climate footprint, reduce
their greenhouse gas emission, and reach net zero. He cofounded the company in Stockholm in 2014 after previously
working at the Future of Humanity Institute at Oxford
University, where he contributed to a project simulating the
consequences of climate change on human lives.
Normative is rooted in climate research. In 2013, co-founder Kristian Rönn was working
at Oxford University, simulating the consequences of climate change. The results
showed that global warming would cause extreme human suffering, motivating Kristian
to leave academia and take action. He joined forces with Adam Wamai Egesa and Robin
Undall-Behrend, and in 2014 the world’s first carbon accounting engine was born to help
humanity achieve net zero emissions and reverse the trajectory of climate change.
Normative partners with leading climate change organisations including the UN, to
deliver actionable sustainability intelligence and have received a grant from Google.
The company is backed by some of Europe’s most significant climate investors, and is
the official software provider for the UN-backed SME Climate Hub initiative through
which thousands of small businesses have committed to net zero.
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Birgit van Dyvenbode, Founder and CEO of REEDuce
Birgit van Dyvenbode is the founder and CEO of
REEDuce. REEDuce works on the sustainable
noise barrier revolution. The REEDuce noise
barriers are made of the ecological materials
reed, thermally treated wood and clay. They
reduce noise from roads and other sources of
noise effectively and sustainably. The REEDuce
noise barriers are beneficial for the climate, are
built according to the circular economy and
serve as an insect hotel.
Born and raised in Upper Austria, Birgit van Dyvenbode completed her Bachelor studies
in International Business Administration and her Master studies in Environmental
Technology & International Affairs in Vienna and Indonesia. Since 2016 she has been
working as a corporate consultant. In 2021 she founded REEDuce and since then has
been winning several climate action start-up competitions (such as Greenstart 2021 and
Climate Launchpad Austria 2021).
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Vinisha Umashankar, Innovator
Vinisha Umashankar is a Grade 10 student who lives in
Tiruvannamalai, a rural town in Tamil Nadu, India. She
works as an artist, TEDx speaker, innovator and
environmentalist. Vinisha is well-known for her
innovation, the Solar Ironing Cart. She focuses on
innovations that protect the environment and help the
less-privileged people in society.
Vinisha has received the Global Child Prodigy Award 2022,
Earth Day Network “Rising Star” 2021, Children’s Climate
Prize 2020 and Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam IGNITE Award 2019. As she was the youngest
finalist and only school student for The Earthshot Prize in 2021, she got an invite to speak
along with Prince William, The Duke of Cambridge in the World Leaders' Summit at the
United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) in Glasgow, Scotland. The speech
was considered as one of the best speeches of the UN Climate Change Conference
(COP26).
Vinisha Umashankar’s speech at COP 26
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Andreas Diesenreiter, Unverschwendet
Unverschwendet (translates to
unwasted) was founded 2016 in
Vienna, Austria by siblings Cornelia
and Andreas Diesenreiter. They
produce delicacies made from
surplus fruits and vegetables which
they buy from local farmers in order
to prevent unnecessary food waste
in agriculture.
They have already been offered over
10 million kilos of best quality fruit and
veg, which are thrown away for a
variety of reasons: fruits are too big,
too small, ripe at the wrong time, not the right colour or simply too much.
The vision of Unverschwendet is to have the greatest possible impact in food waste
prevention, based on the three pillars model of sustainability.
• organic: saving as many kilos of fruit & vegetables as possible and choosing
resources wisely.
• social: making sure that everyone is paid fairly along the value chain and that
educating many people about the problem
• economically: develop a functioning business model to succeed in the long term
and also to be able to save large quantities of fruit and vegetables
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Evelyn Acham, Climate Activist
Evelyn Acham is a climate justice activist from Kampala,
Uganda. She is the national coordinator and secretary for the Rise
Up Movement, an Arctic Angel with global choices and a member
of Fridays for Future. She heads the plus one tree project which
is targeting to plant and distribute 9 million fruit trees and
more in Uganda. She is also involved with climate education in
schools and campaigning for its inclusion in the school
curriculum.
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Lorna Rutto, CEO Ecopost
Lornu Rutto founded EcoPost in 2009 to address the challenges
of chronic unemployment, urban and rural waste management,
deforestation and climate change. EcoPost is a for-profit social
enterprise with a vision to have a green Africa free from
poverty and a mission to create sustainable jobs for people in
the marginalized communities and conserve the environment.
EcoPost converts post-consumer plastic waste using
extrusion technology into environmentally friendly plastic
lumber and pellets. The lumber is used in applications such as
fencing, signage, outdoor furniture and building materials. The
pellets are sold to plastic manufacturers supply chain to be
used for other consumer plastic items thus closing the circular
economy loop. So far, the Kenyan company has created over 100 direct and 12,000
indirect jobs, recycled 13 million Kgs of plastic waste preventing it from ending up in
landfills, oceans or being burned up polluting the environment. Converted it into
alternative products to timber which has saved 4,300 acres of forest and prevented 160
million kg of CO2 emissions from the environment further mitigating climate change.
Lorna Rutto is a recipient of various local and international awards such as Cartier
Women's Initiative Impact Awardee in Preserving the Planet Category in 2022.
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Toni Piëch, Toni Piëch Foundation
Toni Piëch is the founder of the Toni Piëch Foundation
and the Co-CEO of of Piëch Automotive.
After graduating from Princeton University in East Asian
studies, Toni Piëch lived twelve years in China and coowned a media agency before he returned to Europe
and founded Piëch Automotive in 2016. Piëch lives in
Zurich. The Toni Piëch Foundation concentrates on
climate action, the global energy transition and the
future of cities and funds scientific research as well as
entrepreneurial projects or policy work.
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Jaruwan Khammuang, Fang Thai Company
Jaruwan Khammuang founded the rice straw paper and
packaging company Fang Thai Company located in the
Lampang province, Thailand. Their products are some of the
most environmentally friendly options on the market, with a
manufacturing process that follows the zero-waste
management approach.
Fang Thai Factory converts a renewable commodity from a
hazardous waste from rice production into a product of
economic value. Converting rice straw and the residues of
other crops into paper pulp resolves three problems: it
generates year-round income for farming communities, it reduces their costs of waste
disposal to zero, and it improves public health.
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Hosts of the Austrian World Summit 2022
Matt Iseman
For the second time Matt Iseman will be the Master of
Ceremony at the Austrian World Summit.
Matt Iseman is an American comedian, actor, and television
host, who began his career as a physician. He graduated
with honors from Princeton University and the Columbia
College of Physicians and Surgeons, where he received his
medical degree.
He is the host of NBC’s hit reality competition show “American Ninja Warrior” as well as
the host of the show’s spinoff, “Team Ninja Warrior,” which airs on USA
Network.
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Hannelore Veit
Hannelore Veit is a TV presenter and communication
trainer.
She started as a correspondent for the American radio
station Voice of America in Vienna and was a
correspondent for the European Business Channel and
then for Austrian public service broadcaster (ORF) in
Tokyo. For 19 years Hannelore Veit anchored the prime
news “Zeit im Bild” at the ORF. For the ORF, she
worked as the US-correspondent in Washington for 8 years. Since January 2021,
Hannolore Veit has been working as a freelancer, and commutes between Austria and
the USA.
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Barbara Meier
Barbara Meier is a German model and actress.
She is especially committed to the causes of the
environment, healthful nutrition (in particular for children),
and education. As project ambassador of “Ghost Nets“ at
the WWF, Barbara Meier advocates fighting against plastic
pollution, particularly of fishing nets. She supports the
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Food in its initiative,
“inform”, with the mission of promoting more healthy eating habits and promoting
exercise. Another strong focus of her work is sustainable fashion.
As in previous years Barbara Meier will once again host a panel at the Austrian World
Summit.
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